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News Release

United States Air Force
AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS CENTER, OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS (ASC/PAM)

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, OH 45433-7129 (937) 255-2725

INTERNET ADDRESS:  http://www.wpafb.af.mil/ascpa/index.html

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS
On Friday, May 26th at 4:00 p.m., Wright-Patterson offcials will host a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the start of construction on the Huffman Prairie Flying Field Interpretive Center here.  The center will be located on Wright Brothers Hill, which overlooks the Huffman Prairie Flying Field on base.

Lt General Robert F. Raggio, Aeronautical Systems Center Commander, will preside over the Groundbreaking ceremony.  Joining him will be Col Jeffrey A Charles, 88th Air Base Wing Commander; Mr. J. Bradford Tillson, Chairman, Inventing Flight; Mr. Al Hutchings, Associate Regional Director, Midwest Region, National Park Service; and US Senator, Mike DeWine.

This 5,400 square foot facility will be financed by $1 million allocated from the State of Ohio’s capital improvement funds.  This facility will be the first of several construction projects promoting community awareness highlighting the 2003 celebration of flight.  In addition, the Interpretive Center, to be located opposite the granite Wright Memorial on Wright Brothers Hill, will serve as the eastern, Greene County anchor for the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park, which has four discrete sites.  Three of the sites – the Wright Cycle Company, the Paul Laurence Dunbar House, and the Wright Flyer III at Carillon Park – are located in downtown Dayton.


The fourth site, Huffman Prairie Flying Field, is located on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Flying Field. 

The Interpretive Center will house a reception area, exhibit space, a multipurpose theater, and a bookstore.  It will be staffed by rangers from Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park.  The Air Force will be responsible for utilities, maintenance, life safety, and security.  Exhibits in the Interpretive Center will focus on three major areas: how the Wright brothers’ invention of powered flight fundamentally affected the evolution of world civilization; how their willingness to question accepted scientific data and their confidence to act upon their own data enabled them to succeed; and how their achievements established Dayton as the birthplace of aviation.


Cooper Construction Co. is the main contractor for this project, which is scheduled to be complete in Spring 2001.  Construction of the exhibits will take an additional year once the facility is complete.  A grand opening of the completed Interpretive Center is scheduled for Spring 2002. 


Media representatives interested in covering this event should call Aeronautical Systems Center Public Affairs (ASC/PA) at (937) 255-2725.
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CONTACT: Tiffany Pitts (937) 255-1733

