
[image: image1.png]



News Release

United States Air Force
AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS CENTER, OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS (ASC/PAM)

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, OH 45433-7129 (937) 255-2725

INTERNET ADDRESS:  http://www.wpafb.af.mil/ascpa/index.html

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS

On Friday, July 7 at 10:00 a.m., Wright-Patterson officials will host a moth naming ceremony at Huffman Prairie in celebration of a newly found species.  This new species of moth, Glyphidocera wrightorum, named after Wilber and Orville Wright, was discovered here at Wright-Patterson AFB as a part of a survey initiated by the Office of Environmental Management through an agreement with the Ohio Chapter of The Nature Conservancy.

Col. Michael W. Hazen, 88th Air Base Wing Commander, will host the event.  Joining him will be Eric Metzler, an entomologist with the Ohio Lepidopterist Society; Dr. David Adamski, an entomologist with the U. S. Department of Agriculture’s Systematic Entomology Laboratory at the Smithsonian Institution; and individuals from Wright-Patterson’s Office of Environmental Management. 

Specimens of the moth were found on Huffman Prairie, an Ohio registered Natural Landmark, by Eric Metzler in 1994 and 1995.  Dr. Adamski and Eric Metzler categorized the moth in the genus Glyphidocera and named the species wrightorum after the Wright Brothers.  Wrightorum is Latin for “of the Wrights.”  The initial survey began in 1992 and listed 28 new species of moths that have never been recorded in Ohio.  Dr. Adamski and Eric Metzler authored a scientific journal describing the Glyphidocera wrightorum and published it on April 11, 2000.

Media representatives interested in covering this event should call Aeronautical Systems Center Pubic Affairs (ASC/PA) at (937) 255-2725.  
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